
Member ENewsletter

November 2022

tcalmanagecomm@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/tasmanianCAL

NEWS
Adult Language, Literacy, Numeracy, and Digital (LLND)
Professional Learning 2022

TCAL continues to kick goals with professional learning as part of TCAL's Workforce
Development Project, supported by the Department of State Growth. Hear about what we’ve
done in the last couple of months and what is coming up in the Professional Development
section.

TCAL Management Committee

Thank you and goodbye to the wonderful Sian Midgley.
Sian joined the management committee in 2015.
Many of you will have interacted with her over the last few
years in her role as Secretary and as TCAL Project
Coordinator for the Skills Tasmania Workforce
Development Project. Without Sian’s grit and enthusiasm,
we would not have made it to the end of the project with
such great outcomes. On top of which, it is mostly thanks to
Sian’s organisation and determination that TCAL members
have had (and continue to have) access to excellent
professional learning events and resources.
Sian has been a focussed and dedicated Secretary and we

are going to miss her grace and zeal. Sian, thank you and all the best for the
future.

This means…TCAL is looking for a new Secretary. If you have time to attend
monthly meetings, prepare agendas, take minutes, manage the TCAL Gmail
account and be an energetic member of the TCAL management committee,
please email Lucy at tcalmanagecomm@gmail.com

New Australian Council of Adult Literacy
(ACAL) Committee Member-Kirrily Loveday
Lucy Whitehead has represented TCAL on the ACAL
Committee since 2020. From November, Kirrily will take on the
role of relaying what’s happening in the Tasmanian adult literacy
and numeracy space to ACAL and get information from the
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ACAL committee members on what is happening in other states around Australia.
Congratulations and thank you, Kirrily!

Workforce Development Project
TCAL has officially closed off this project with support from Skills Tasmania. It has been an
interesting process with challenges and many outputs to be proud of. Tasmania has a
thriving adult LLN sector in each domain; education, workplace and community. TCAL is the
organisation that supports and connects those practitioners.
This project has started many conversations about what it means to be an adult LLN
practitioner. It has fostered a sense of collegiality between key stakeholders which we hope
will continue beyond 2022.
The recent professional development has been well received. There is a little more PD to
come early next year and a booklet to be published on the TCAL website detailing the
pathways that some Tasmanian practitioners have taken into this work and why it means so
much to them.

26TEN Week 2022
26TEN, Australia’s first comprehensive statewide strategy for adult
literacy and numeracy, celebrated its ten-year anniversary in October
with a week of celebration and reflection. The Week began in the
Hobart Library with an assistive- technology workshop for members of
the public. This event highlighted the way that 26TEN members such
as Libraries Tasmania have continued to innovate, using technology
that most people now have in their pockets. People learned how their
mobile phones read out information and can

record and send the messages that we dictate. Removing barriers in this way makes
a learner’s life easier while they continue working to improve their reading and
writing skills. The event was attended by the media. Roger Jaensch, Tasmania’s Minister for
Education, Children and Young People, Viv Blackwell an adult learner and Anita
Planchon, Director, Strategy and Engagement, Libraries Tasmania spoke to the
media about the importance of adult literacy and numeracy to people, in workplaces
and communities. Stories appeared on local television news channels and in state
and local newspapers.
Her Excellency the Honourable Barbara Baker AC, Governor of Tasmania held a
Reception at Government House for over 60 guests to celebrate 26TEN, A Decade
of Making a Difference. Guests watched a specially made mini-documentary that
showed the positive impact that 26TEN is having for people, workplaces and
communities. Those who attended the Reception were people who have contributed
to 26TEN over the last ten years and the people who will be continuing the statewide
effort to lift skills into the next decade.
Photographs of the Government House are here on Facebook.
People in the 26TEN Network have shared their stories of the difference that 26TEN
has made for them in moving and inspirational letters, pictures and videos that will
feature on the 26TEN website and social media for the rest of 2022.
Each of the four 26TEN Communities held graduation ceremonies for newly trained
Volunteer Adult Literacy Tutors. This was the first cohort of tutors who have been
trained, and will tutor, in their local areas, making free tuition more accessible around
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Tasmania.
26TEN member, Metro Tasmania, donated space for 26TEN posters on its bus fleet.
Many organisations around the state held a morning tea, attended by adult learners,
tutors, adult literacy coordinators, members of the 26TEN Coalition and
representatives from member organisations. There were also events such as the
26TEN Steps literacy awareness workshops, a five-book challenge, week-long
scrabble competitions and guess how many lollies in the jar competitions.

Kingston Library for 10th Birthday of
26TEN
Kingston Library celebrated 26TEN Week from the
beginning of October by asking the community -
What's your favourite word? Brightly coloured fluoro
Post-it notes filled up the display boards day by
day. We moved them onto a display window into
the shape of "26TEN". We then revealed Kingston's
favourite word - Love - at the morning tea
celebration with Libraries Tasmania Executive

Director, Sue McKerracher, current and past learners and volunteer tutors, local community
service providers and 26TEN Coalition members. We then changed the Post-it note display
to the word "Love". We celebrated with the Kingston community and ate delicious 26TEN
designed cupcakes. Our lovely literacy volunteers and learners told us some inspiring
stories, and we learnt about 26TEN raising awareness of adult literacy and numeracy. Ask
Kingston Library to help you or someone you know with reading, writing or maths. Also, we
had a free prize draw to win a book pack to celebrate 26TEN week.

The Reading Writing Hotline is pleased to release
the results of our national provider survey: Insights
from the classroom – a survey of adult literacy
providers. Thank you to everyone who took the
time to complete the survey.
This important report is ground-breaking as it
provides a snapshot of the significant unmet needs

for literacy services identified across Australia and the barriers experienced by both
providers and learners in accessing these programs. Survey respondents also provided
valuable insights around what works best for adult literacy learners.
Major findings:
● 82% of respondents identified one or more barriers to offering/delivering LND
programs including lack of funding and lack of qualified teachers.
● 85% of respondents identified one or more barriers for learners including not knowing
where to ask for help and feeling shame and embarrassment.
● 81% of respondents need targeted teaching and learning resources
● 64% of respondents indicated lack of tailored and individualised support was an
unmet need
This report includes a number of recommendations around funding, diversity of provision
and outreach to communities.
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Employment White Paper
The Australian Government has released the Employment White Paper Terms of Reference.
Individuals and organisations are invited to make a submission on the Terms of Reference
up until midnight 30 November 2022. Make your submission.

Call for Paper and Roundtable Proposals for NSWALNC “Literacies in the
Making” Conference due 18 November 2022
In addition to having keynote speakers, Professor Jennifer Rowsell and Professor Bill Muth,
at the Literacies in the Making Conference, contributions are invited for:
1.Practitioner-led roundtables:
· Collaboratively working through a teaching and learning issue that is likely to be shared by
many ABE teachers and trainers in their everyday work; or
· Presenting a teaching and training innovation that has been implemented or is planned,
and inviting feedback from professional colleagues as ‘critical friends’
2. Paper presentations of original research findings (or research in progress) on issues and
topics pertinent to adult literacy and numeracy policy, practice and/or pedagogy.
If you are interested in submitting a proposal, please complete the attached template and
email it to the conference organisers at nswalnc@gmail.com. If you would like to discuss the
suitability of your proposal for the conference, or would like assistance in preparing your
abstract please contact the conference organisers at nswalnc@gmail.com .
The closing date for the proposals is: Friday 18th November 2022.

2022 World Indigenous Peoples Conference on Education (WIPCE)
The Hotline was recently a participant at this very special international conference which for
35 years has been bringing together Indigenous educators from around the globe. Held in
Wollongong in 1993 and Melbourne in 2008, this was only the third time that it has been held
in Australia.
Read More

ACAL represented at The 2022 Community Colleges Australia
conference
Jo Medlin (ACAL President) took part in The Foundation Skills Panel with Clare Sharp (First
Assistant Secretary, Apprenticeships and Foundation Skills Division, DEWR) and Vanessa
Iles (Reading Writing Hotline Manager). The panel was hosted by Chemene Sinson. Jo
called for university scholarships and other initiatives to renew the adult literacy and
numeracy profession, and increased diversity and geographic spread of provision.  Read
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more here at The LLN and VET Meeting place where Chemene has described her 3 insights
and 1 highlight : Chemène Sinson (wordpress.com)

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Adult LLND Professional Learning 2022

As an output of TCAL's Workforce Development Project, supported
by the Department of State Growth, we are offering some high
quality targeted professional development to all practitioners in
Tasmania.

Exciting news about upcoming professional development!

TCAL, Libraries Tasmania and 26TEN have partnered to invite Lyn Stone to run a
professional learning webinar in November. Lyn will present information on the Simple View
of Writing, dealing with orthographic mapping, cognitive load theory and working memory.
The session will include activities that will deepen your understanding of the interplay
between orthography, morphology and etymology. She will demonstrate how to use a
resource to support this work and participants will be given a template to use with their
learners.

Lyn Stone gained her linguistics degree at University College London and has worked in a
variety of speech and language settings in Australia since graduating in 1994.  Lyn uses
research, evidence and linguistics to produce programs, methods and texts for students,
teachers and educators worldwide.  She has been in private practice since 1998 and has
continued to train and mentor teachers whilst developing her linguistics-led learning
programs.  Lyn is an experienced public speaker with many radio and print media
appearances. Have a look at her website here.

We are offering this two hour webinar recording to Tasmanian Literacy Practitioners
for a two week period from 10th November until Wednesday 23rd November.
Look out for an email, or keep an eye on TCAL and 26TEN's Facebook pages for the video
link.

Lyn is recording this webinar especially for us, and would like to include any words
we regularly get stuck on how to explain to our learners.  These can be common
words, or just ones you find really hard to explain. She also suggested asking about
words that you actually get stuck spelling, too.
Please send through any words you would like Lyn to demystify in this session by Friday 4th

November to TCAL: tcalmanagecomm@gmail.com
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Working in an Online Environment (Live Webinar)
In September, TCAL offered two free online workshops by Frankie Forsyth
focusing on using Zoom in engaging and effective ways. Those that attended were
expertly guided through us through using Zoom, from the basic tools to more depth
questions about Zoom hosting, breakout rooms, settings in paid and free Zoom

accounts and more.
After the two webinars, Frankie has been able to spend some dedicated time with individuals
and is doing another hosting practice session with those from the webinars who want to test
our some new skills.
TCAL even had a participant from the mainland join one session, who has done tutoring
online, and it created a new connection with others who use technology in adult teaching
and learning.
If you could not make these webinars and would like the powerpoint information please send
an email via our website.

The World Literacy Summit, taking place April 2-4, 2023 in Oxford, UK, brings together
people and organizations like yours. Submitting your research/ideas/product/concepts is an
opportunity to present new technology, new programs, and new ideas to an eclectic
audience of your peers who are key to the movement of helping young people, teenagers
and even adults have access to literacy programs throughout the world.
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We are confident your organization will contribute to the success of the Summit and would
be delighted to receive your submission. Selected submissions will present at the Summit
and show the world how ‘Reading Changes Lives’ to leaders representing 85 countries.
Join over 300 influential speakers from educational institutions, global companies, and
government agencies.
Call for papers and content submission is open until December 16.
More info: www.worldliteracysummit.org

Read Write Now – 45 Years and 40,000 learners later
On International Literacy Day, Read Write Now (RWN) in Western Australia celebrated their
volunteer literacy tutors who for 45 years have helped over 40,000 people improve their
literacy and their lives. Read More

Powerful stories and provider data from the
CCA Conference
Another highlight of the CCA Rebuilding Community
Conference was its focus on foundation skills. This included
a moving interview with Grahame, a literacy learner who
stars in the upcoming Season 2 of Lost for Words on SBS.
He gave the conference a valuable perspective on adult
literacy learning and the importance of tenacity,

encouragement and support in the learning process.
Read More

Encouraging news for literacy educators
One of the highlights of the Community Colleges Australia (CCA) Rebuilding Community
conference held on 13/14 September was a video address by the Hon Brendan O’Connor,
the Commonwealth Minister for Skills and Training. In his message he said “Providing
stronger support for foundation skills and ensuring access for all Australians is a top priority
for my Government. Foundation skills do what the name implies. They lay the foundation for
people to fully participate in their community. Without solid foundations people’s lives can
lack stability and security.”
Read More

Inclusion and innovation in Flexible
Learning in and for the workplace:
Stories from Australian Learning
Cities.

Register HERE.
Presenter: ALA, ALCN, EU Centre of Excellence - RMIT University, PASCAL Observatory,
Hume City Council and Melton City Council.
When: Wednesday 9th November @ 9am AEDT
Duration: 1.5 hrs
Cost: Free
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READING
SBS Lost for Words-Season 2 now on!
Adult literacy on TV: Lost for Words, adult literacy and numeracy TV series, returned to SBS
on Wednesday 12 October. We are three episodes in. What do you think?

RESOURCES
TCAL Instructional Videos
now available online!
The Tasmanian Council of Adult
Literacy (TCAL), supported by the
Department of State Growth,
Libraries Tasmania and 26TEN,
have developed a suite of adult
literacy tutor training videos. TCAL
has been working on a Workforce
Development Grant Project since
2019 and these videos are a
product of that and an excellent
collaboration and creation of local
resources.

Tasmania Libraries' Senior Literacy Advisor, Iona Johnson curated the content, and led a
working group. She is also in the process of creating accompanying Tutor Tip Sheets. They
will also be freely available online for use in the wider adult literacy sector.
Watch the launch at Libraries Tasmania on our Facebook page HERE.
Access the instructional videos via the TCAL website: https://tcal.org.au/ and we will notify
you all when the tip sheets are accessible.

Virtual AMEP Roadshow - showcasing 3 new resources.
Wednesday November 30 th 3:30pm – 4:30pm (Virtual Event)
TasTESOL is pleased to host LWA in showcasing a suite of newly developed
resources, funded by the Department of Home Affairs and aligned to the EAL
Framework. The virtual session will feature a pre-launch look at:
a new suite of multi-modal booklets for EAL learners with emerging literacies who have little
or no prior educational experience the newly updated AMEPOnline website; a publicly
available, interactive website with eLearning content, and new Digital Literacies Framework,
Guide and companion Teaching Resources – a new framework, teacher guide, lesson ideas
and materials to support the integration of digital literacies into real life learning experiences.
This is a free event for all members and non-members of TasTESOL.
To join the event virtually, click this link: TasTESOL - AMEP Virtual Roadshow
To watch the online presentation at TasTAFE, please RSVP to TasTESOL via
contact.tastesol@gmail.com with ‘Virtual AMEP Roadshow’ as the subject line.
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New resources on the Reading Writing Hotline
website
The Hotline regularly adds new resources to its website. The
latest publication is our new free resource Reader friendly
communication: A guide to using plain language. It explores how
to:

● use plain language
● understand your readers
● design your message
● present your information in different ways to reach as many people as possible.
Read More

Suffix-Checker-Flowchart

Looking for ways to help learners (and
yourself!) work out when and what to
add a suffix to use?

Check out this great flowchart to find out how:
https://www.realspellers.org/resources/documents/248-the-suffix-checker-flowchart

A Journey Through the Digital World: Fostering Digital Problem
Solving Among Adult Learners-Tyler H.J. Frank, Clark College
To meet the demands of the 21st century, adult learners must display a range of sophisticated
strategies for dealing with the digital world. With the switch to online instruction over the last
months this need is only greater. In this article, I describe specific activities I implement with adult
learners in a math and science class to help them develop these essential abilities while also
enhancing their learning toward the content outcomes.
Download the article here.

For other interesting articles from ProLiteracy, visit their website here.
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