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Dear Tasmanian Council for Adult Literacy (TCAL) members,

Thanks to so many of you who supported the ACAL 2012 conference.  My thanks go to the TCAL Executive, Liz Webster Vice-President, Jo Carswell, Treasurer and Michael Christie, Secretary and to the TCAL and ACAL Management Committee members, the TCAL ACAL 2012 Sub-Committee and especially to Valda Jennings and Janet Parsell who contributed so much to the planning and execution of the ACAL 2012 Conference.   I would also like to thank Don MacDowall, Conference Organiser, for his calm expertise.   The conference was successfully concluded and presentations and photos from the ACAL 2012 Conference are now available at http://www.tcal.org.au/12conf/index.htm.  
Communities of Practice (CoP) Event  

The North-West Coast Community of Practice event ‘Getting Started—How to inspire your learner to write stories’ was held at Penguin Primary School Learning Centre, on Saturday 20 October. Organised by TCAL’s Valda Jennings and John Tucker, adult literacy practitioners and people interested in learning new adult literacy skills and strategies for engaging adult learners, gathered together for an afternoon that was valuable, not only for the skills shared, but also for the social connections made. Thanks to Wendy Newton for conducting the workshop. 

TCAL plans to hold more Community of Practice events in each of the 3 Tasmanian regions in 2013. If you have any ideas for a workshop, please send them to TCAL secretary Michael Christie tcalmanagecomm@gmail.com  
Steps and Stories Launch

[image: image1.png]On November 5th at 1pm at Hobart LINC, TCAL Patron Dick Adams launched the Steps and Stories book, published by TCAL, to an audience that included the storytellers and the literacy practitioners who support them. The launch received good media coverage being reported in the main Tasmanian newspapers and was the subject of radio interviews. 

In Steps and Stories, nine Tasmanians tell their stories of childhood and school life and the ways in which their adult lives have been affected by limited literacy and numeracy skills. They tell of their decision to change this situation and the steps they took to gain or increase their literacy and numeracy skills. Their stories tell of the ways in which they are now creating fuller and more autonomous lives, of those who have helped them along the way and who continue to walk with them on this journey.

Huge thanks to all the participants, students and teachers, the Steps and Stories sub-committee, Jo Carswell, Project Officer, Janet Parsell and Jennifer Dunbabin and to Terry Whitebeach, Editor, who have all contributed to a wonderful publication.   Funded by Skills Tasmania, Steps and Stories is able to be downloaded from TCAL’s website or can be sent as a hard copy on enquiry, with a charge for 

                                                                                          postage and handling depending on the number of copies. 
ACAL News

New ACAL Committee  The recent AGM, held at the Hobart Conference, elected the following committee: Jenni Anderson—President, Keiko Yasukawa—Vice President, John Radalj—Secretary, Lorraine Sushames—Treasurer, and Geri Pancini becomes Immediate Past President.  State representatives are appointed by the states. At this stage they are: SA—Kita Scot, WA—Margaret McHugh/Audrey McAlindon.  Reps from NT, Qld, Vic, and Tas are to be confirmed at state and territory meetings.  ACAL looks forward to welcoming new state representatives. The ACAL committee will have a planning day early in the New Year and it will be great to have these representatives participate then. The new ACAL committee welcomes input from TCAL members regarding our priorities for 2013. Please feel free to email andersonje@missionaustralia.com.au 

Begin planning now to attend the 2013 ACAL Conference 'Local practices, global contexts' October 1-2, 2013 Sydney.
Other News

The National Foundation Skills Strategy for Adults was launched on Sept 28.  The strategy focuses on improving outcomes for working age Australians (aged 15-64 years) with a view to moving more people to higher levels, and a particular focus on those with low levels of foundation skill proficiency. Australian governments have set an aspirational target for the National Strategy: by 2022, two thirds of working age Australians will have literacy and numeracy skills at Level 3 or above. The strategy can be downloaded here.
26TEN campaign launch. Members of TCAL attended the official launch of the 26TEN Adult literacy network at Parliament House on October 24. Launched by the Premier and Minister for Education, the 26TEN campaign aims to raise awareness about the state of adult literacy in Tasmania, the benefits that improving literacy brings and provide a website, and 1300 phone service to help link adults to service providers, government businesses and community organisations who are support adults seeking help. TCAL is proud to be a member of the 26TEN network. 
The Tasmanian Regional Educational Skills and Jobs Plan was launched in Launceston on 3 October by the Hon Bill Shorten MP. Further information here.
TasCOSS 2012 Conference ‘Engagement, Innovation and Equity’ was held 15-16 November. Check the conference website here for information about the presentations.

eNews. Recent eValbec (Victorian Adult Literacy and Basic Education Council) and ACAL eNews. 

Valbec 2013 Conference—‘Literacies in a Diverse World’ Call for papers. 

Items for Email Newsletter

Send notices or information for inclusion in the TCAL newsletter to Michael @ tcalmanagecomm@gmail.com  Information could include advertising vacant positions, training opportunities or events. 
TCAL 2013

On behalf of the TCAL Executive and Management Committee members, thank you for your involvement in TCAL in 2012 and we look forward to your continuing involvement in 2013. 

It has been a pleasure to be TCAL President for the past year.  I thank the TCAL Executive and Management Committee members for their huge contributions and support throughout the year so that amongst other work TCAL has been able to successfully host the ACAL 2012 Conference, the Hobart and North West Coast Communities of Practice events and publish Steps and Stories.   I look forward to continuing to support TCAL in my new role as ACAL President in the coming year.   

TCAL AGM and strategic planning day, 9 February 2013. Likely venues are Ross or Campbell Town. Nominations for the Executive positions of President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary/ Public Officer and ACAL Representative will be open.  Descriptions of these positions will be circulated prior to the AGM. Positions on the Management Committee also open. After the AGM, the Executive and Management Committee members will develop a work plan for the TCAL year ahead including the TCAL 2013 Conference and Communities of Practice. If you have suggestions please email them to Michael @ tcalmanagecomm@gmail.com 

Jenni  

Jenni Anderson, TCAL President 
E: AndersonJe@missionaustralia.com.au   
W: (03) 6334 8506 | M: 0419 395 309  
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